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RCE-Reply to Final Office Action of February 18, 2009 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-30 are pending in the instant application. Claims 1-8, 10-18, 20-28 and 
30 have been amended. Claims 2-10, 12-20 and 22-30 depend directly or indirectly 
from independent claims 1,11 and 21, respectively. 

The Applicant requests reconsideration of the claims in view of the following 
claim amendments and remarks. 

Listing of claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for communicating information in a server, the 
method comprising: 

receiving at a common switch, at least one packet from a first blade server of a 
plurality of blade servers, wherein said at least one packet is designated for at least a 
second blade server of said plurality of blade servers, and at le ast two of wh i ch w herein 
said first blade server and said at least a second blade server are coupled to [[a]] said 
common switch via a common bus; 

d e t e rm i n i ng at l e ast on e i d e nt i f ie r assoc i at e d w i th at le ast a second b l ad e s e rv e r 
boGod on Qt l oQGt g port i on of oa i d roco i vod at l oast ono packot: and determining at least 
a first identifier identifying said common switch, a second identifier identifying said first 
blade server, and at least a third identifier identifying said second blade server, wherein 
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said first, second and third identifiers are located within a header portion of said 
received at least one packet: and 

routing via said common switch, bosod on sa i d dGtcrm i nod at least one i dent i f i er, 
at least a portion of said at least one received packet to at least said second blade 
serve r, based on said determined first, second and third identifiers from said header 
portion of said at least one received packet. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, comprising 
transferring said at least a header portion of said at least one received packet to said at 
least said second blade server via said common switch. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
common switch comprises a switch blade coupled to said common bus, and wherein 
said switch blade controls said routing of at le ast a said header portion of said received 
packet. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim [[3]]1, compr i s i ng 
determ i n i ng at l east on e i dent i f ie r of sa i d sw i tch b l ad e w herein said common bus 
comprises a common backplane . 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim [[4]]1, compr i s i ng 
determ i n i ng at l ooot one i dont i f i or of ga i d f i rst blado Gorvo rw herein said common switch 
comprises a bus transceiver and a bus controller . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim [[5]]1, wherein each 
of said first, second, and third identifiers i dent i f i er of sa i d f i rst b l ade oorvor. oa i d 
i d e nt i f ie r of sa i d s e cond blad e s e rv e r, and said id e ntifi e r of said sw i tch b l ad e e ach 
comprises one or both of a MAC address and/or an IP address. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , comprising: 

acquiring at l east ono said second identifier of said first blade server; and 

transferring via said common switch, said acquired at l east ono second identifier 
of said first blade server to at least said second blade server. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, comprising 
broadcasting at least a said header portion of said at least one received packet via said 
common switch. 



Page 5 of 21 



Application No 10/648,004 

RCE-Reply to Final Office Action of February 18, 2009 

9. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, comprising 
receiving a broadcast containing said at least one received packet. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, comprising 
receiving at least one packet from said second blade server and transferring via said 
common switch, said at l east at header portion of said at least one packet received from 
said second blade server to at least one of said first blade server and a third blade 
server. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A machine-readable storage having stored thereon, 
a computer program having at least one code section for communicating information in 
a server, the at least one code section being executable by a machine for causing the 
machine to perform steps comprising: 

receiving at a common switch, at least one packet from a first blade server of a 
plurality of blade servers, wherein said at least one packet is designated for at least a 
second blade server of said plurality of blade servers, and at le ast two of wh i ch w herein 
said first blade server and said at least a second blade server are coupled to [[a]] said 
common switch via a common bus; 
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dotorm i n i ng at l ooot ono i dont i f i or aGooc i atod w i th at l ooot a oocond b l ado oorvor 
bas e d on at le ast a port i on of said r e c ei v e d at le ast on e pack e t: and determining at least 
a first identifier identifying said common switch, a second identifier identifying said first 
blade server, and at least a third identifier identifying said second blade server, wherein 
said first, second and third identifiers are located within a header portion of said 
received at least one packet; and 

routing via said common switch, bas e d on said d e t e rm i n e d at le ast on e i d e nt i f ie r, 
at least a portion of said at least one received packet to at least said second blade 
serve r, based on said determined first, second and third identifiers from said header 
portion of said at least one received packet . 

12. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage according to claim 
1 1 , comprising code for transferring said at le ast a header portion of said at least one 
received packet to said at least said second blade server via said common switch. 

13. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage according to claim 
11, wherein said common switch comprises a switch blade coupled to said common 
bus, and wherein said machine-readable storage comprises code for controlling said 
routing of said at l e ast a header portion of said received packet by said switch blade 
coupled to said common bus. 
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14. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage according to claim 
[[1 3]]11, comprioing dotormin i nq ot l east ono i dont i f i or of sa i d ow i tch b i adc wherein said 
common bus comprises a backplane . 

15. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage according to claim 
[[14]] 11, compr i s i ng codo for dotorm i n i ng at l oast ono i dont i f i or of sa i d f i rot b l ado 
seFve rwherein said common switch comprises a bus transceiver and a bus controller . 

16. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage according to claim 
[[15]]1i, wherein each of said first, second, and third identifiers idont i f i or of sa i d f i rst 
b l ad e s e rv e r, sa i d i d e nt i f ie r of sa i d s e cond b l ad e s e rv e r, and sa i d i d e nt i f ie r of sa i d 
sw i tch b l ado oach comprises one or both of a MAC address and/or an IP address. 

17. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage according to claim 

11, comprising: 

code for acquiring at le ast on e said second identifier of said first blade server; and 

transferring via said common switch, said acquired at le ast on e second identifier 
of said first blade server to at least said second blade server. 
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18. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage according to claim 
1 1 , comprising code for broadcasting at le ast a said header portion of said at least one 
received packet via said common switch. 

19. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable storage according to claim 
11, comprising code for receiving a broadcast containing said at least one received 
packet. 

20. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage according to claim 
1 1 , comprising code for receiving at least one packet from said second blade server and 
transferring via said common switch, said at l oast at header portion of said at least one 
packet received from said second blade server to at least one of said first blade server 
and a third blade server. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A system for communicating information in a server, 

the system comprising: 

at least one processor that receives at a common switch, at least one packet 
from a first blade server of a plurality of blade servers, wherein said at least one packet 
is designated for at least a second blade server of said plurality of blade servers, and a t 
l east two of wh i ch w herein said first blade server and said at least a second blade server 
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are coupled to [[a]] said common switch via a common bus; 

said at least one processor determines at l e ast on e i d e nt i f ie r assoc i at e d w i th at 
l east a second blade oorvor basod on at l oast q port i on of sa i d rocoivcd at l east ono 
pack e t: and at least a first identifier identifying said common switch, a second identifier 
identifying said first blade server, and at least a third identifier identifying said second 
blade server, wherein said first, second and third identifiers are located within a header 
portion of said received at least one packet: and 

said at least one processor routes via said common switch, based on sa i d 
d e t e rm i n e d at le ast on e i d e nt i f ie r, at least a portion of said at least one received packet 
to at least said second blade serve r, based on said determined first, second and third 
identifiers from said header portion of said at least one received packet . 

22. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 21, wherein said at 
least one processor transfers said at le ast a header portion of said at least one received 
packet to said at least said second blade server via said common switch. 

23. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 21, wherein said 
common switch comprises a switch blade coupled to said common bus, and wherein 
said at least one processor controls said routing of said at l e ast a header portion of said 
received packet by said switch blade coupled to said common bus. 
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24. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim [[23]]21, wherein saM 
Qt l ooGt one procoGGor dotorminoG at l oast ono i dont i f i or of sa i d sw i tch bladc said 
common bus comprises a backplane . 

25. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim [[24]]21, wh e r ei n sa i d 
at l oaot ono procossor dotorm i nos at l oast ono i dont i f i or of sa i d f i rst b l ado sorvor w herein 
said common switch comprises a bus transceiver and a bus controller . 

26. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim [[25]]21, wherein 
each of said first, second, and third identifiers ident i f ie r of oa i d first b l ade server, sa i d 
i d e nt i f ie r of sa i d s e cond b l ad e s e rv e r, and sa i d i d e nt i f ie r of sa i d sw i tch b l ad e e ach 
comprises one or both of a MAC address and/or an IP address. 

27. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 21, wherein said at 

least one processor: 

acquires at le ast on e said second identifier of said first blade server; and 

transferring via said common switch, said acquired at le ast on e second identifier 
of said first blade server to at least said second blade server. 

28. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 21, wherein said at 
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least one processor broadcasts at l e ast a said header portion of said at least one 
received packet via said common switch. 

29. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 21 , wherein said at 
least one processor receives a broadcast containing said at least one received packet. 

30. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 21, wherein said at 
least one processor receives at least one packet from said second blade server and 
transfers via said common switch, said at le ast at header portion of said at least one 
packet received from said second blade server to at least one of said first blade server 
and a third blade server. 
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